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PERCHED ON A CLIFF

BRIAN MEYERSON ARCHITECTS PTY LTD

Designed by Brian Meyerson Architects, this
house occupkes 8 unique site overlooking the
Facific Cocan. Whi tha st i breathiaking, the
aoriginal late-1970's home was less impressive. ‘It
was a project-styke home. It didn't relate to the
ocaan, It realy couid have bacn buit anyuhere,
says architect Brian Meyerson

The current design was the result of & lmied
‘competition among the local architects. The brief
10 all four practioes wes to retain as much of the
angnal home 25 posstble, space for three cars
and a lap pool. The clients also wanted the
renouation to not orly relate 1 the ocean, bt also
to voke a sense of serenity and isolation, though
located i & buit up wea.

Instead of the house sereaming for attention from
the street, it s wel concedled on th battkiaxs
shaped site, Approached by a laneway, the
entrance feaiures & boardvrak-styk paih leading
through the house to the pool and coean n the
distarce. The further you enter the house, the
more the views to the ocean cpen up.' says
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Moyerson. The first floor of the house consists of
gareging for thiee cars, & combined dning and
Iiing area overlooking the peol, an enciosed
coutyard and a paviion beyond, used foc a
aymnasian, On the frst floor & bedrooms and a
small stude. The pavilon provides shater 10 the
coutyard. Bul i ako creates privacy from a
feighbouing home,' says Meyerson, n this
spacs, you fesl as though you'e in 3 helicopter.
Thee's an &(-metre rop 10 1he ooean,” he ads.

While some of the orignal walls and flacrs were
relained in the renovalion, tha design roads 2 a
completely new house. With deep revers for
sunlight protection and generous. glass wals,
there s fitle connection 1o the criginal 1970
home. A generos bank of loured-glass windows
covering the breadih of the kitohen and ling
areas cooks the house on warmer days. Wind
carries maisture from the lap pool 0 the open-plan
spaces. As Meyerson says, ‘We tucked 1he lap
peal right up against the edge of the house 0 the
sound of water can also be appreciated from the
living spaces’




